SPC3544: Persuasion and Media
Final Group Project
This is a major course project and is standardized across all units of SPC 3544. Working in small groups (of 3 or 4), students will choose a current social issue for which to advocate for change. Each group will produce a written argument, present the argument in a speech, create a visual argument, and advocate for change. Projects will be assessed based on development and application of persuasive techniques from the course as well as quality of writing. Presentations will be assessed based on quality of delivery. In this project, students will:
· Research and analyze a contemporary controversy of importance to group members. This will require students to be mindful of their own attitudes, values, beliefs, behaviors, and how they inform perspectives.
· Develop a possible solution to the controversy which accounts for various cultural perspectives.
· Present a persuasive argument for the solution chosen using some of the persuasive strategies discussed over throughout the term. Arguments should be focused on promoting action on the part of the audience. 
Grades:
Groups will be graded as a collective, but each group member should be held accountable for their participation in this project. Each group will be required to submit three things to be graded along with the delivery of the presentation. The Project Overview should be a 2-3 page summary of what you researched regarding the topic you chose to advocate for; this should start with a description of the issues being focused on. There should be a clear thesis as to what the central argument of the project is, and your proposed solution. Ideally, this overview should explain what your research discovered and the relevance of said research. Secondly, a Speech Outline will be collected following each group’s presentation. This should be the organizational structure of your presentation: how do you plan to get attention; what is your thesis; what are the main points; how do you use transitions to connect points; how do you call the audience to act within a conclusion. Ideally, the researched information you describe in the overview should inform the main points of your speech. Finally, a Reference with at least 5 credible sources must be submitted as well. Presentations must include some form of visual aid as support, this could be PowerPoint, videos, poster boards, etc.
Each portion of this project will be graded as followed, for a total of 200 points. 
Presentation- 75
Project Overview- 50
Outline- 50
References- 25
Note: Having adequate references will be important with regards to gaining and maintaining credibility with the audience

	Criteria
	Excellent

	Teamwork
	The group worked very well with each other and the presentation was shared equally among the group members. 

	Focus
	The thesis is very clearly stated; the topic is narrowed sufficiently; the specific audience has clearly been taken into account when delivering the speech


	Organization
	The speech has a clear introduction that catches the audience’s attention effectively and is connected to the whole; effective transitions recap each main point; the conclusion effectively summarizes the speech and is related to the whole

	Development
	All main points begin with a clear topic sentence; all main and supporting points are supported by specific and highly effective examples/evidence; the main and supporting points all relate to each other

	Style
	Language is memorable; language is well-chosen; tone is appropriate. Visuals and/or interactions with audience are clear, engaging, and fully support the presentation.

	Delivery
	Eye contact is effectively established with the audience; gestures and verbal
cues are used to reinforce particularly important ideas; no excessive use of vocalized pauses (e.g., “ah”, “um”); student is very articulate. Adheres to time limit/requirement.


	References
	Outside sources are incorporated logically, insightfully, and elegantly; sources are documented accurately
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